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New fabrications, and constantly improving 
technologies, allow designers the unlimited 
range needed to keep rainwear in the 
fashion forefront. Its rain-repellency 

by no means restricts it to bad weather use. 


THE NEWS IN A NUTSHELL: 


--- SLICKERS -- polyurethane-coated 
finishes, clear vinyl -- the 
major trend 


--+ RAINSUITS -- a growing category 


--- CONTRAST BANDINGS -- a major detail 


SLICKERS; Metallic gold polyurethane- 
gated nylon shirtcoat and ankle length 


neck tab, epaulets, deep square armholes 
(Calvin Klein) -- poly-coated men's shirting 


(Richard Assatly/Gino Snow) -- oiled poly/ 
taffeta foulard print wraps, one with con- 


vertible buttoned turnback cuffs; another 


vinyl, poly-coated silk and seersucker 
(Geoffrey Beene) -- fly-front drawstring 


slicker (Kasper/Weatherscope) -- satin 
finish poly-coated menswear check, raglan 
trench and steamer with detachable hood; 


super shiny poly-coated rayon two-tone 


fireman's steamer (Luba) . 


CONTINUING SHAPES: Trenches -- grey cotton- 


coat that doubles over other coats/furs or 
as a dress (Raincheetahs/Naman) wee SALtte 
to hood (Raincheetahs) ... Wrap -- flared, 
unlined wool gabardine, turnback cuffs 
(Diane _Von Furstenberg/Main Street) ... 
(continued on page 2) 
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By ringing variations on themes shown last 
May, the 36th Frankfurt International 
Fabrics Fair (Interstoff) of late-November 
reconfirmed it: The Textile Industry 
remains in a period of quiet E-volution. 


THE THEMES : 


--- COORDINATION of a variety of large 
and small patterns: newest way 


to_ engineer 


--- COLOR: Neutrals combined with folk- 
loric brights and clean Winter 
pales give traditional plaids and 
tweeds a fresh face 


--- THE GREAT DIVIDE: Functional -- 
Elegant British, for day ... Fan- 
tasy-Opulent Luxury, for evening 


--- SURFACE INTEREST: Sueded, brushed, 
napped, sanded, scrubbed, spun, 
nubby, slubby, hairy; many have 
crisp, drier hand 


--- A TOUCH OF GOLD: Lurex and lame 
bigger than ever, from mohair 
sweater-knits, to tartans, jersey 
and folkloric prints. For volume: 
Lame Overprinted on broadcloth 


--- PRINTS: Classics, recolored for 
fashion, follow "the great divide" 
-- functional for day, complement- 
ing solid wovens; romantic and 
folkloric for evening. 


FABRICATIONS and PATTERNS: 
phate naatat ahead htc nD wntealen esol 


ELEGANTLY BRITISH: Harris tweeds, Shetlands, 
flecked Donegals, herringbones, end-on-end 
weaves -- mini, crowsfoot, houndstooth and 
buffalo checks -- shadow, fine line, Prince 
of Wales Glen, box and tartan plaids -- 
(continued on page 2) 


RAINWEAR (continued from page 1) 
Corselet look -- black-banded natural 
polished cotton (Main Street) ... Poncho 


hiking up pseudo sleeves (Gallant) ... 

Pure silks -- water-repellent black, wine, 
dark green kimono sleeve coat, banded 
cuffs (Halston) -- white, full-skirted and 
belted (Oscar de la _Renta) -- pongee smock, 
deep V-yoked front. and back (Main Street). 


RAINSUITS 


WITH SKIRTS: Shaped short jacket/dirndl 
(Albert Nipon) -- reversible poplin, 
stripe-to-solid, wrap jacket/wrap skirt/ 
striped stocktie shirt (Tlie Wacs) -- 
hatch-back belted poplin jacket, roll-up 
Sleeves (Gloria Vanderbilt) ... COAT SUITS: 


Pecan silk balmacaan/skirt/white blouse 
ian cotton print Raglan coat/skirt/match- 
ing untreated blouse, head scarf (Nipon) . 


WITH PANTS : Zip-front khaki, standup 
jac/pants/polo shirt; plaid hooded blouson/ 
pants/T-shirt (Gamut) -- hooded poncho/ 


DISTINCTIVE DETAILS: CONTRAST BANDINGS 
delineate yokes, armholes, pockets, belts 
--- Mailbag, bellows and kangaroo pockets 
--- Epaulets ... Capelets ... Bolero 
effects ... Stretch belts, ropes, corselet 
belts ... Drawstring waists, wrists, neck- 
lines ... Toggle and turnlock fasteners 
--- Neck and cuff tabs ... Pleats, darts 
--- leather-like trim. 


THEATRE RTE ER ETH EH 
IMPORTANT DATES 


L.A. - N.Y. Fashion Creators, Jan. 14-17 
N.Y. - Met. Sportswear Exhib., Jan. 16-20 
ROME - Spring/Summer Couture, Jan. 18-21 
CHICAGO - Summer Ready-To-Wear, Jan. 21-25 
MIAMI - Summer Ready-To-Wear, Jan. 22-25 





L.A. - Spring/Summer Tennis Show, Jan.23-25 


INTERSTOFF (continued from page 1) 
pin, hairline, chalk and regimental stripes. 


--- FUNCTIONALS: Corduroy, 8-wale for vol- 
ume, 4-wale for fashion -- snow denim, 
cavalry twill, poplin, gabardine, CANVAS, 
hopsack, whipcord, velours, sweatshirt 
fleece -- double-face, blanket fleece, Mel- 
ton, loden, duffel ... SOFTIES: Challis, 
cotton-suedette, flannel in various weights 
and blends, jersey, leno, etamine, honey- 
comb, loose basket weaves, fleecy mohair 
sweater-knits ... OPULENT & LUXURIOUS: 
Velvet, from cotton to Lyons, at times em- 
broidered or printed -- crepe de chine, 
cloque, pebble crepe, SILK SATIN faconne, 
taffeta, chiffon, crepe georgette, damask, 
brocade. 


PRINTS: Rich-bordered paisleys -- peasant 
folklorics with Russian or Romanian over- 
tones -- Liberty, Liberty-type and small 
allover florals, figuratives -- romantic 
floral clusters, cabbage roses -- animal 
skins (cheetah, leopard, jaguar, tiger) -- 
large spaced prints of realistic flowers, 
fruits -- textured prints simulate knits or 
wovens -- dots -- neat mini-geometrics. 


COLORS: Burgundy, garnet, turkey red -- 
emerald, lichen, stone green, spinach -- 
lapis blue -- gold, mustard, lemon, orange 
peel -- camel, khaki, chestnut, coffee bean, 
walnut, taupe, tan -- grey, from anthracite 
to ice -- rope, beige, ivory. 


HHHHRTHR ETHER PEE EER EH 
IMPORTANT DATES 


TEL AVIV - Israel Fashion Week, Feb. 7-11 
SAN DIEGO - Nat'l Notions Show, Feb. 5-8 
N.Y. - Int'l Jewelry Trade Fair, Feb. 6-9 
DALLAS ~ Men's/Boys' Sportswear, Feb. 6-8 
TURIN - Fashion Trade Fair, Feb. 11-14 

N.Y. - Nat'l Shoe Fair, Feb. 12-15 

N.Y. — Variety Merchandise Show, Feb. 12-15 
BOLOGNA - Knitwear and Lingerie, Feb. 17-20 
FLORENCE - Pitti Uomo (Menswear), Feb. 18-21 
L.A. - National Boutique Show, Feb. 20-23 





PARIS - Spring/Summer Couture, Jan. 24-27 MIAMI BEACH - Nat'l Luggage Show, Feb.26-Mar.1 
ATLANTA - Men's Fashion Assoc'n, Jan. 26-30 CHICAGO - European Fashion Fair, Feb. 27-Mar.2 
DALLAS - Summer Ready-To-Wear, Jan. 28-31 N.Y. - Gift Show at Coliseum, Feb. 27-March 4 
THESSALONIKI - Hellenic Fair, Jan. 28-31 ATHENS - Shoe & Leather Fair, March 1-4 

MILAN - Costume Jewelry, Jan. 28-Feb. 2. HONG KONG - Ready-To-Wear Festival, Mar. 5-11 


FLORENCE - Children's, Jan. 29-Feb. 1 N.Y. - European Fashion Fair, March 6-9 
DALLAS - Tennis Fashions, Feb. Nod COLOGNE - Childrenswear Show, March 11-13 
FLORENCE - MAIT Knitwear, Feb. 3-6 MILAN - Fall Ready-To-Wear, March 14-18 


PARIS - S.E.H.M.-Menswear, Feb. 5-8 


Fed. I=9S FLORENCE - Knitwear Fashions, March 20-23 
PARIS - Lingerie;Children's, Feb. 5-8 


PARIS - Pret-A-Porter, March 26-30 


SPRING SUITS: __A_NEW BREED FOR 1977 
Rejoice! Suits are here again. But 
they're a far cry from Spring Suits-past. 
Most are suits by modern acceptance, rather 
than by traditional definition: they com- 
bine two or more fabrics, often colors, 
too. This results in a soft ambiance, in- 
stead of hard chic; whether they're un- 
tailored tailoreds or bolero/dirndl/cowl 
blouse "dressmakers." 


COMMON DENOMINATORS: 
..- SHORTER JACKETS for a young feeling 
-.- SOFTER, more animated SKIRTS 


.-- THE UNMATCHED SUIT in fabric and 
color combinations 


--- BLAZERS continue 


SHORTER JACKETS: Polished cotton cap- 
sleeved open jacket/4-gore skirt/cap- 
sleeved polo shirt (Ginessa) -- black 
braid outlines a white worsted short 


shaped fencer's jacket with side slits and 


loop-fastened buttons/slim skirt (Gallant 
Int'l) -- short one-button navy blazer/ 
cream modified dirndl/round-collared shirt 
(Don Sayres/Gamut) -- poly pesante shapes 
a rounded short jacket with rounded collar 
and lapels/unpressed front pleat skirt/ 
turquoise and white soft shirt (Gare) -- 


pale wool pincheck short jacket/panel- 
front dirndl/pleat detailed shirt (John 


jacket/panel-front skirt/mandarin neck 
shirt, scarf; peplum jacket snugs the hips/ 
banded open front kimono sleeve jacket/ 
full wrap skirt/soft cotton knit shirt 


notch collar linen vest-look jacket/ 
4-gore flare skirt (Luba). 


SOFTER SKIRTS: These have been incoming 
for some time and waist darts, soft gathers 
and pleats, and pockets are now a major 
influence ... Softly flared double-zipper 
gaucho pants/zip-front blouson/soft shirt 
(Gare) -- cream silk/poly linen side pleat 
skirt;cream-banded black V-neck Newport 
cardigan/fine-striped black poly crepe 


short jacket/shadow-striped round collar 


shirt (Ginessa) -- navy wool flannel full 


circle skirt swings below shaped wrap jacket 
(Ilie Wacs) -- grey shadow stripe flannel 


A LA CARTE SUITS: Black hopsack drawstring 
jacket/flared skirt/beige-black pin dot silk 


mini-Madras tailored jacket/full side-wrap 
skirt/solid color shirt; tailored Western 
pocket, chambray jacket/fly-front skirt 
(Albert Capraro) -- natural raw silk/wool 
kangaroo pocket duffel jacket/all around 
pleat skirt (Luba) ... COAT SUITS: Irregular 
chalk-striped grey fibranne/front-pleat skirt/ 
poly linen shirt (Pierre _Cardin/Gallant) -- 
three textures of grey-on-grey: long fine- 
wale corduroy shirtcoat/poplin easy skirt/ 
crepe shirt (Gare). PANTSUITS: French 
denim blazers/vests/khaki poplin pants/white 
collar-and-cuff Madras shirts (Gamut) -- 
pale Madras jackets in grey-blue, wine-rose, 
yellow-beige/wine, brown Fibranne pants/ 


short cotton shirts (Betty Hanson). 


THE UNMATCHED SUIT: The feeling for the 
unmatched suit continues, the suit that 
takes coherence from mood or color rather 
than from any fabric particularly ... 


COMBINED FABRICS: Natural raw silk/wool in 


mesh burlap/tweedy solid weave duo textures: 


solid weave cardigan has mesh pockets and 

yoke/solid weave skirt/natural silk blouse 
-- mesh sleeveless round neck jacket/solid 
weave trouser skirt/silk shirt (Eleanor 


blouse; short shaped linen jacket/batik 
print dirndl/poly crepe blouse (Ginessa) ... 
SUBTLE COLOR: Short beige blazer/cream 
vest/cream-beige horizontally striped dirndl 


skirt (Ginessa) --- STRIKING COLOR: Tricolor 


Trevira linen: purple/lilac, peach/orange, 
lemon/gold, mint/grass, all with grey skirts 


or pants; peony, jade, lemon, Bristol blue 
brights for the blazer/white dirndls or 4- 


gore skirts/gingham shirts matched to the 
blazers (Gamut). 











BLAZERS CONTINUE: White linen/button front 
skirt/black tie batiste formal shirt (Oscar 


ee 


piece suits in poplin and baby cord: red, 


(continued on page 4) 


blue, green blazers/vests/straight, white 
skirts/ gingham shirts (Harve Benard) -- 
double-breasted navy blazer/cream front- 
pleat skirt/striped poly shirt (Gamut) -- 
blazer/high-slit skirt; heather wool/ 
flannel man-tailored shawl collar blazer/ 
vest/high-slit double kick-pleat skirt 
(Luba) . 


PATTERNS: Pale MADRAS from mini to over- 
size, used straight or on the bias ... 
DOTS of every variety dot the collections 
--- Tattersall, pin, graph and gingham 
CHECKS ... STRIPES of every width and per- 
suasion: pin, chalk, "equal," railroad, 
shadow, ombred pastels ... Small FLORALS 
--- allover MINIPRINTS ... LOGO prints. 


HHEHHHEEH ERE RH HEE 


RUSSIAN CLOTHES EXHIBIT AT MET. MUSEUM 
"The Glo of Russian Costume" at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art (5th Ave. & 
82nd St.), the first showing outside the 
Soviet Union, will be on view through 
August 1977. More than 100 ensembles and 
accessories focus on Russian history from 
1700 to 1900; a supplementary section fea- 
tures artifacts of clothing fragments and 
jewelry from the llth and 12th centuries, 
There are braid-trimmed and embroidered 
"rubakhas" (dresses), worn under "Zapons" 
(aprons) ; and"nagrudniks" (tunics), acces- 
sorized with"gaitans" (necklaces) and"sbor- 
niks" (headdresses). Also featured are 
opulent silks, velvets, satin-striped 
failles; accessories embroidered with 
gold; and satin slippers edged with Valen- 
cienne lace. Selected and organized by 
Diana Vreeland, Special Consultant to the 
Museum's Costume Institute - with the assis- 
tance of the staff, headed by Curator 
Stella Blum - this exhibition is made 
possible by a grant from SCM Corporation. 
"IN THE RUSSIAN STYLE," edited by Jacque- 
line Onassis, published by Viking Press, is 
available at $6.95 (soft cover). 


SPRING PANTS: THE LONG AND SHORT OF IT 
Don't sell PANTS SHORT, even though many of 
them ARE! Pants remain a fact-of-life. The 
real news is in their continued variety. 

In inverse lengths ... 


TROUSERS: In linen, twill (Calvin Klein) 
-- white Oxford (Ralph Lauren) -- stitched- 
down rayon-linen basic trousers, contour 


pocket, zipfront, elasticized waist pants/ 
wooden bead-tasseled braid belt/Deauville 
shirt embroidered with roadrunners (Schrader 


GAUCHOS: Zipper-blouson/softly flared 
double-zipper gauchos/soft shirt; all-grey, 
pin-wale corduroy drawstring shirtjac/poplin 


Cappalli) ... CULOTTE SUITS: Shoulder- 
buttoned sleeveless tunic/soft culotte/shirt 
(Pierre Cardin/Gallant) -- tan brushed denim/ 


corselet/square neck gingham or white peasant 
blouse (J-L-_Sport) . 


WALK SHORTS: Blue-white stripe-a-rama walk 
shorts/camp shirts (Ralph Lauren) -- raw 


silk-worsted tweed walk shorts/belted knit 


pane shirt/cabled vest-cardigan (J.L. Sport). 
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